July 15, 2004

Hon. Judy Chu, Chair

ASSEMBLY APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

State Capitol, Room 2114

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Senate Bill 1334 (Kuehl)
Dear Appropriations Committee:

The California Oak Foundation writes in support of Senate Bill 1334 (Kuehl), and to provide the Committee with the facts of the bill.

The  Legislative Counsel’s digest states that, “By imposing new duties on local governments with respect to the preparation and implementation of an oak woodlands management plan or ordinance, the bill would impose a state‑mandated local program.

In fact, SB 1334 does not impose any new regulatory duties or cost mandates on local jurisdictions.

The conversion of oak woodlands for commercial development is already subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), but local ineffective mitigation standards are not providing “feasible” and “proportional” habitat mitigation as required by CEQA.  Due to the lack of minimal state oversight, local governments are substituting unrealistic local standards for CEQA proportional habitat mitigation measures.

SB 1334 places no constraints on development interests or local jurisdictions regarding impacts to oak woodlands, requiring only that those impacts be reasonably mitigated.  Rather than proposing prescriptive solutions to the problem, SB 1334 simply provides a menu of mitigation options to attain feasible and proportional mitigation.

A recent University of California study demonstrates the need for SB 1334: “While local oak protection policies encouraged by the Board of Forestry may have been well intentioned it is becoming apparent that where in place, these usually provide only limited review of the potential environmental impacts that 

can occur when extensive amounts of native vegetation are removed.  The current expectation that counties will be able to protect oak woodland ecosystems and evaluate cumulative environmental impacts due to deforestation is unrealistic.” 

Opponents of SB 1334 dislike the bill because it will compel them to comply with existing law. 

SB 1334 is necessary to insure that land use decisions regarding the conversion of oak woodlands comply with existing statutes by providing proportional habitat mitigation based on feasible measures.

It is incumbent on the Legislature to provide guidance for assessing appropriate mitigation measures for CEQA projects impacting oak woodland habitats.  We urge the Committee and the entire Assembly to approve SB 1334 for the benefit of the state's citizens, its wildlife and its watersheds.

Sincerely,

Janet S. Cobb, President

CALIFORNIA OAK FOUNDATION

cc:
Hon. Assembly Members

